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None of the kids in her class wear a ponytail, so Stephanie decides she must have one. The
loud, unanimous comment from her classmates is: “Ugly, ugly, very ugly.” Steadfast, when all the
girls have copied her ponytail, she resolves to try a new style. With true Munsch flair, each of
Stephanie’s ponytails is more outrageous than the last, while the cast of copycats grows and
grows.

From School Library JournalGrade 1-3-"Ugly, ugly, very ugly," decrees the class when Stephanie
arrives in school with a ponytail. But the next day, all the girls have ponytails, too. Dismayed and
disgusted by these copycats, Stephanie has her Mom move her ponytail to one side with the
same results. After wearing it top and front as well, Stephanie confronts the class with her final
act of defiance-she announces that she's going to shave her head! Next day, her teacher and
classmates are bald as billiard balls and Stephanie? Why, she's chased from the classroom with
her very ordinary ponytail flying out behind her. Munsch lampoons the slavish conformity of kids
while applauding Stephanie's courage and audacity in this thinly disguised paean to
individualism. The cumulative text and progressively more unusual hairstyles will appeal to
young readers, and the turnabout ending is satisfying if not surprising. Students of all genders,
races, body types, and ages are equally subject to ridicule. The blatant hostility to Stephanie's
creative coiffures is never explained, however, and her unholy glee when escaping the
rampaging mob of bald classmates borders on malicious. The text is presented opposite the full-
page watercolor illustrations that are suitably cartoonish and silly. Independent readers will
notice the funny details, such as pets with ponytails. While too small for use with large groups,
this book could spark a lively discussion if read aloud. Predictable, irreverent Munsch.Carol Ann
Wilson, Westfield Memorial Library, Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information,
Inc.Review“Predictable, irreverent Munsch.”—School Library JournalAbout the AuthorRobert
Munsch is the author of more than 25 books for children including The Paper Bag Princes and
Stephanie's Ponytail. He was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and studied to be a Jesuit priest
before deciding to work with children instead. He taught in a variety of nursery schools and
daycare centers while he earned an MA in Early Childhood Education. In 1975, Munsch and his
wife, Ann, moved to Guelph, Ontario. The Munschs have three children: Julie, Andrew, and Tyya
(see them all in Something Good!).Michael Martchenko has illustrated over 30 books for
children and has exhibited his work throughout North America. He has won numerous awards
for design and illustration. He lives with his wife, Patricia, in Toronto.Read more
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TheAlfs, “I ordered two books because we love this author!. Absolutely love this book! Many
years ago We bought this book at a book fair. I have read it to numerous classrooms as well as
my own kids and now my grandkids!”

Laura Golden-Wilder, “Love this book. Love this book! As a second grade teacher, I have always
read this book to my class. I bought this for my niece to give to her daughter. It is one of my very
favorite books for children.”

Chicago Mama of 3, “Just "Be Yourself!". My daughter goes to a school where girls are not
allowed to wear pants but boys can. We raised the issue with the school board and the matter
will be taken under advisement, so hopefully the policy gets changed for next school year. In the
meantime, we were told by the principal that nobody would be punished for wearing pants to
school when it is cold, so my daughter has elected to wear pants instead of her jumper some
days this winter. Well one day a boy in her class teased her that she was in fact a boy because
she dressed like one at school. She said she told him that girls wear pants too and to just look at
their teacher (who is female and, ironically, wears pants almost daily). When she told me about
it, I asked her if his comment made her feel like not wearing pants and just wearing the jumper to
school and she replied, "No! Not when it's cold. I like wearing pants." We had a discussion about
how important it is to be yourself even if others make fun of you for it. After that discussion, I
came to amazon looking for books that illustrated the lesson about nonconformity. Stephanie's
Ponytail is a lighthearted and fun book that does just that. Stephanie asks her mom to style her
ponytail in various ways. Each time everybody at school teases her about her new ponytail, but
when Stephanie continues to wear it that way and feel confident, they start to copy her and
change their hairdos to be like her. Stephanie gets the last laugh at the end of the book, and my
daughter laughed right along with her. This is a good book if you are looking for books to help
build your child's confidence and self esteem.”

MollyMo, “gift. The family loves reading this book to their son”

Sandra Rodriguez, “tiny tiny book. The story itself We love it.... but this is tiny tiny.... I was
expecting a small book, but this is smaller than a kids meal book... I gave it three stars because
on the content.Update: I gave this five stars the first time I reviewed it because I was so
disappointed with the size, but my three year old is fascinated by these tiny books... It's funny, he
wants to read them every day, and the great thing is, he can take it everywhere because they fit
anywhere...I don't give it the five stars because, me, the parent, would have wanted these to be
a little bit bigger...What it occurs to me that these can be used as party favors, and children love
them”



Ramona, “Perfect condition. Great author! Fun book!!”

M. Valdez, “Fun Book To Read Out Loud. Great funny book! Don't let the cover scare you. While
it may look like Stephanie's mom has had too much coffee, the father is scared to get involved
and Stephanie is being yanked by her ponytail, its not at all about that. Just look at the baby
laughing - the baby gets it.Stephanie's mom is super. Always supporting her daughter, listening
to her desires and accomplishing the different hairdos Stephanie wants to wear. The kids in
Stephanie's class, including the teacher, continue to copy Stephanie's hairdo until one day, she
teaches them a lesson.Fun book to read to kids. Don't miss the half the fun. Stop and listen to
the comments coming from the kids you are reading to. Don't miss out by giving the book to a
child to read alone. Its so much more fun to read and listen to the comments. I learned so much
about the kids in my daughters class and the teacher by reading Stephanie's Ponytail out loud.”

Kelsey, “Great for young girls!. I bought this book for my eight year old daughter. It is a great story
to read for young girls and how not to follow the crowd. She really liked the book.”

S_Wolf, “One of my favs! A classic!. I just adore Robert Munsch!I recommend this book to
anyone who knows a strong willed little one or maybe a little one that needs to toughen up a bit
and not follow so much Or for any kid really.Lots of fun but if you don't like words like "ugly" or
"brainless" being used this is not a choice for you.”

Jenny Cass, “Good book!. Bought this book for my 5 year old Grandaughter and she loves it.
There is a good message in it about bullying too.Illustrations are excellent and I highly
recommend this book.”

Imsmum, “Funny!. My 5 year old daughter loves this book and asks for it repeatedly. Great
illustration, easy to read and best of all laugh out loud funny.”

M. Courtright, “"It's my ponytail and I like it" Self-esteem builder. "It's my ponytail and I like it"Self-
esteem builder, great for kids starting school and their first introduction to peer pressure. We just
crack up with everything Munsch writes, this one is our favorite.”

bpr, “Fun, fun, fun. We definitely like all Munsch books. This one is real fun and my 3-y.o. son
loves it. 50 Below Zero and this one are his favorites.”

The book by Robert Munsch has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 1,308 people have provided feedback.
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